68                       COMMERCIAL CRISES
go forward to realize it more completely. It will then
appear that it begins and ends with freedom of production,
freedom of exchange, and security of property. It will
then appear also that governments depart from their prime
and essential function when they undertake to transfer
property instead of securing it, and it may then be under-
stood that legal tender laws, and protective tariffs as
amongst the last and most ingenious devices for transferring
one man's product to another man's use, are gross viola-
tions of civil liberty. At present the attempt is being
made to decry liberty, to magnify the blunders and errors
of men in the pursuit of happiness into facts which should
be made the basis of generalizations about the functions
of government, and to present the phenomena of the com-
mercial crisis as reasons for putting industry once more in
leading strings. It is only a new foe with an old face. Those
who have held the leading strings of industry in time past
have always taken rich pay for their services, and they will
do it again.
2. The second form of remedy proposed is quite con-
sistent with the last. It consists in rehabilitating the old
and decaying superstition of government. *It is called
the state, and all kinds of poetical and fanciful attributes
are ascribed to it. It is presented, of course, as a superior
power, able and ready to get us out of trouble. If an in-
dividual is in trouble, he has to help himself or secure the
help of friends as best he can, but if a group of persons are
in trouble together, they constitute a party, a power, and
begin to make themselves felt in the state. The state
has no means of helping them except by enabling them to
throw the risks and losses of their business upon other people
who already have the burdens and losses of their own
business to bear, but who are less well organized* The
"state" assumes to judge what is for the public interest and
imposes taxes or interferes with contracts to force individuals